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Mental Health is more important than ever during this difficult time of fear,
unknown and isolation.  During this year's Mental Health Awareness Month, Portage
Path highlighted our services, our resources and the resources of others that can be
helpful during this challenging time.
 
Through this year's campaign, we were able to raise over $11,000 for services at
Portage Path that have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. These include
telehealth changes, subscriptions to video services for health appointments, safety
equipment, PPE and instructional signage ensuring the safety of our clients and
staff. 
 
Mental Health Awareness Month may be over, but our efforts to raise funds and
awareness never end. Portage Path serves 10,000 people a year challenged with
mental illness and addiction, and they need support all year round. 
 
If you are able to give, or would like to learn more about how you can help, visit us at
 https://www.portagepath.org/support-our-mission/donate-online/
 
Thank you to all those who have donated during mental health awareness month,
your contributions are always greatly appreciated by Portage Path and our clients. 
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In a new video message, President Tracy Yaeger, PhD takes time to
thank our many partners, donors and friends who have supported us
during the pandemic, including those who donated to our Mental
Health Month Campaign in May. She also speaks on efforts  made by
Portage Path to ensure the safety of our clients and staff as  we
carefully reopen our doors for those needing care in person. 
 
Click below to watch the video!
 

Portage Path Behavioral Health employs more than 170 people who share the passion for mental health and
addiction services. With our wide array of services, many talented people of different fields and disciplines are
required to provide the best care to our clients. 
 
With nearly 50 years of experience providing innovative, evidence-based, quality mental health and co-occurring
treatment services to the greater Summit County communities, we are connected, with partnerships that span
across the healthcare and social services communities, while engaging in integrated care opportunities. Portage
Path consistently keeps an eye on the market while identifying, developing, and implementing innovative initiatives
that assist in providing clinical growth opportunities, expansion, and enhancement of our full array of services. We
are committed to fostering the growth and wellness of all who seek and provide our help.
 
We currently have 9 positions open and ready to be filled: 

Watch the 
video

COVID-19 Update From President Tracy Yaeger, PhD

Portage Path is hiring! 

Visit our Career Page for details or to apply!

Maintenance & Safety Supervisor

Outpatient Therapist

Registered Nurse

Day Treatment Program Therapist

Day Treatment Program Coordinator

Crisis Hotline Coordinator

Mental Health Technician

Emergency Clinician

Case Manager/CPST

Coping Skills Library

Don't forget about our online resources!

Video Resources Library
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Over 2,000 years ago, the author of Proverbs said, “Gracious words are a honeycomb sweet to the soul and healing
to the bones.” That is, encouraging words are good for the mind and body and needed now more than ever. Years
of research and experience have proven the author correct. In the daily news which I will refer to as the “daily
horror show,” it is easy to be critical of people. 
 
Everyone has an opinion – usually critical and sometimes hostile – this includes social media which was supposed to
connect people initially. The truth in the saying from Proverbs however still rings true today. There have been
countless acts of kindness and compassion from people who are acting with grace under pressure. Encouragement
is healing to the person – both mentally and physically! As we begin to “reopen” our economy and our doors at
Portage Path, it is vital that everyone tries to find some type of encouraging words for each other. The impact is
needed all the time but especially in our current situation!
 
Some examples of encouragement may be taking time to talk to a neighbor, writing a letter to someone you
haven't seen in a while, showing your support for a cause you are passionate about or offering someone resources
to cope if they are struggling. Sometime the smallest gestures have the greatest impact. 

Dr. Phil's Lighthouse
Encouragement vs. Criticism

Portage Path's Integrated Community Psychiatric Nursing
Fellowship under consideration for Accreditation
Due to an ongoing shortage of experienced and confident advanced practice nurses practicing in
community mental health, Portage Path created its Integrated Community Psychiatric Nursing
Fellowship, with the first cohort of three newly licensed Nurse Practitioners starting September 1st,
2018.  The second cohort of two Nurse Practitioners is more than halfway through the fellowship and
training, and we have attracted a large and well qualified pool of applicants for the September 2020
class of Fellows as well. The Fellowship gives newly licensed nurse practitioners a rigorous and
structured introduction to community mental health practice.  Through guided work, Fellows quickly
develop the competence and confidence required to handle the case load and complexity that
community practice entails.
 
In January of this year, Dr. James Tudhope, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC, Portage Path's Medication Clinic
Director, and Program Manager for the Fellowship, submitted an application to the American Nurses
Credentialing Center, the same organization that awards MAGNET status to distinguished hospitals
nationwide.  Since then, Dr. Tudhope and his team have been working diligently on a self-study required
by the ANCC for accreditation.  We are happy to report that on June 1, Portage Path submitted its
self-study to the ANCC, and our Fellowship is now under consideration for accreditation with
distinction.  There are still more steps, including meetings with ANCC assessors, including surveys of
our past and present Fellows.  
 
The Fellowship has been funded through grants and donations, including a major multi-year
investment by Peg's Foundation.  Fellows are helped with job placement after the fellowship,
and may be retained by Portage Path or matched with other community mental health providers in the
area.  In this way, Portage Path and Dr. Tudhope are helping to expand the pool of available talent in
Northeast Ohio and beyond. 
 
If the accreditation is awarded, Portage Path's Integrated Community Psychiatric Nursing
Fellowship is expected to be the first nursing Fellowship in Integrative community mental health
accredited by ANCC in the United States.


